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L E T TER 


FROM A 


Drscountis in Bibopſgateftree 
T O A 
PawnBROKER in, LONG-ACRE, 


BroTurs, Uss, 


Folly in publy ing a Book, which 
not only expoſes thyſelf and Profeſ- 
ſion, but likewiſe 2 the paſſing 
a, Bill to ſanctify Uſury, and puts all the 
Headlongs and , the Nation 
upon their Guard againſt all Who deal in 
thine, or the like Way : Out of thy Folly 
is os produc'd Reaſons 5 .thee, 
and thy Practice, which probably had ne- 


12355 extreamly ſcandaliz d at thy 


ver LR d, couldſt thou have avoided 
the Itch of rattling with thy Pen: Couldſt 
B 


- 


thou 


62) 
thou not, as the old Saying has it, fare 


well, without crying Roaſt Meat? Doth 
not both you and I know the Sweets of 


Thirty per Cent. with now-and-then a 


few pretty Additions? Don't we know 
that all Mankind live upon one another, 
and that the Principle we go upon is the 
common Principle of all the Longheads in 
the Nation, that none but Fools are poor, 
and that thoſe who rail at, and vilify thee 
and me love Money and will get it at any 
Rate as well as either of us? Is it not true, 
from the Prince to the Peaſant ? But, is it 
therefore neceſſary, that thee only fhould, 
like an ill Bird, bewray thy own Net, 
and ſhew thyſelf bare-ars'd to the World, 
and thereby make the Headlongs wiſe, at 
the Expence of the Longheads, becauſe 
thou art a Wronghead. But what the De- 
vil poſſeſs'd thee! not only to tattle, but 
to tattle in that damn'd quaint Way, quite 
out of Faſhion, ever fince the Godly gave 
up the Good Old Cauſe, and the Ungodly 
propagated a new Way of talking? To 
what Purpoſe is it, to prays cant and lie, 
bully the State and reflect on the Law, 
quote Scripture and prate unintelligibly ? 
What! is it material to the World whence 
thou comeſt, or whither thou goeſt? Thy 


Buſineſs had been Silence: And if thy 


Tongue muſt neceſſarily be going, thou 
ſhouldſt have hir'd ſome Court Caſuiſt, to 
8 N have 


3 

have aſſiſted thee in ſetting Right and 
Wrong in ſo pretty and amiable Lights 
alternately, as that thou mighteſt not have 
been at a Loſs to have ſubſtituted one for 
the other at Pleaſure; not bungled them 
up with Mathematick Lore, where De- 
monſtration glares too high, to bury Truth 
under the Shadow of Falſhood; School- 
Logick would have been thy better, Tutor, 
or Court Fallacy, thy more natural Direc- 
tor, help'd thee to have ſhewn Things in 
a double Light equally true as viſible, 2 
ed a Deceptio Viſus, that would every Way 
anſwer d thy Purpoſe, and render'd all thy 
Cant, Fallacy, and Nonſenſe, equally re- 

liſhing and agreeable. 2 8 


Tuo thoughteſt it thy Buſineſs to 
N then, I am ſure it is mine through 
eceſſity to ſpeak now, ſince the Wrong- 
heads who us' d to come to me in Shoals, 
and without queſtioning my Price, forc'd 
their Eſtates upon me, now impertinently 
enough boggle at my Demands, and when 
I aſk them but Fifty per Cent. produce the 
Reaſons againſt Licenſing Pawnbrokers : 
What the Devil, ſays I, have I to do with 
Pawnbrokers ? All the World knows they 
take three times Fifty per Cent. tho' they 
have Goods in Hand of double Value, 1 
have only a Note of Hand which may ne- 
yer be paid. Ay, but, fay theſe new- 
2 made 


(4) 


made Wile-acres, ſee the Reaſons here, the 


Law, the Juſtice of the Thing , bow. For 


FEE, Pawnbrokers are nan d; 
on this Way it will be your Ten gert. 
e Devil take Pawnbrokers, ſays I again, 


and the Fool they employ'd to write in 


their Defence: Are ſuc Raſcals to. be ſet 


on a Parity with Diſcompters ? Though 


by the Way, . Brother Uſe, all this while I 

can't 13 e with you at my 1 

that 

Pawnbrokers are Thit eves, and 0 art all 
Mankind, 

The Difference i is, in various Ways they Tk 

Jo cozen and 22 the Fook they 5 


Honefty' s.@ Phraſe that mates a mighty 
; Pother, 


2 


Talk 4 on by all, not us'd by one, ' or other ; 
So every Longhead, i5 a Longhead s Brother, 


Had all the Wrongheads, all the Longbeads 


Skill, 
And all the Power united to the Will, 


Wrongheads would ſtill be Headlongs, Had. 


longs, Wrongheads till. 


Ir is therefore Rent to trouble 


ourſelves about what Folks: ſay, ſince the 
World is divided into the reſpective Claſſes 
of Knave and Fool, Our Buſineſs | is oy 


= 
. —=— 
"3 
*n 


65) 
to conſider which is the beſt to live by: 
And who in their Senſes would be a Mo- 
ment thinking about the Matter? But it is 
extreamly neceſſary to conſider how far we 
may _ tattle, and diſcover the main Secret 
by which we ſhine, and therefore it can 
ire no uſeful End to apply to thoſe above 
for Aid, which may contribute to load you 
with Taxes, and make you the Laughing- 
ſtock of the Ungodly, but can never ſo- 
lace or relieve you; becauſe thofe you ap- 
ly to are as cunning asDevils, know what 
1s what, as well as any Broker of you all; 
and tho' you are ſo fooliſh as to appear in 
broad Day-light, and boldly 1 7 e com- 
mon Senſe of Mankind; they have a Wit 
beyond your Reach, they will ferve you 
as a certain modern Stateſman did Gregg, 
firſt make you their Tools, and then give 
you up to the Law; ſuch pitiful Thieves 
as you, can expect no better Quarter from 
the Great, than your Brethren had from 
Jonathan Wild, and if you are ſilly enough 
to expect more, you will find yourſelves 
fatally deceiv'd ; remember only the Fable 
of the Lion who ſuffer'd all the Beaſts to 
hunt, but as to the Prey, they had only the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing them eat it. 


Tur Queſtion then is, not how you 
were drawn into this fooliſh Affair, but 
how you are to get out of it; as to our 


OL 
Part we fight arm'd like Members of Par- 
lament at the Bars of Juſtice ; we have a 
Privilege both to talk and a& as we pleaſe 
without Fear of Offence, yet have more 
Wit than to tell all the World our Secrets, 
while you who are under the Laſh of the 
Law,and have theEyes of all Mankind upon 
you, will be prating without Fear or Wit. 
To what Purpoſe then is it, that you grow 
mathematically learned, and talk of laying 
down Puzzlums, and drawing from thence 
Corolldolls, unleſs you have a Mind to be 


_ puzzled with a Halter about your Neck, 


and then drawn to Tyburn, do you think 
People are to be plagu'd with your Jargon 
and Buffoonry for nothing? Your Mathe- 
maticks and 'T ricks, becauſe you are Fool 
enough ta ſhew your Learning at the Ex- 

nce of your Intereſt. Would a Man in 
his Senſes coin Money in the Face of a 
Court, when he knew it was criminal, 
purely to ſhew his Skill, and then think 
to get off again by endeavouring to prove 
himſelf mathematically a Rogue, as if a 
Court of Juſtice was to be jargoniz'd out 
of their Law, by falſe Problems. 


T RIS, IJ confeſs, Brother, is beyond my 
Comprehenſion, and I could not have 
thought, if I had not ſeen your wiſe Apology, 
there had been ſo weak a Man of the Pro- 
feſſion; but it is not in this alone that you 

| diſcredit 


(7) 

diſcredit the Myſtery of Pawnbroking, and 
therein all other Myſteries in the World, 
by putting yourſelf on a Footing with 

Tradeſmen, This, Brother, is fuſt ike all 
the reſt of your Wiſdom ; for Heaven's 
Sake, Brother, are not all Myſteries to be 
reverenc'd, and ſhall the Brokers be leſs 
ſo, than thoſe of the Stateſman, Phyſician, 
Lawyer or Divine; and would either of 
| theſe do you think put himſelf on the 
Footing of Tradeſmen ? This is bringing 
your Profeſſion low with a Witneſs, and 
in Conſequence thereof levelling mine too, 
which a good deal depends upon your's ; 
ou might at leaſt have look d up to the 
Merchant, fince by your own- Account you 
cannot live at leſs Expence than Four Hun- 
dred Pounds a-year; and there is man 
a Merchant, eſpecially of North Britain, 
who can be content to live on Four Hun- 
dred Herrings, and many a Phyſician, Di- 
vine, and Lawyer, who never earn Four 
Hundred Pounds as long as they live: In- 
deed, as to Stateſmen in Place, they like 
us uſually make the moſt of their Times, 
and may ſometimes afford to live as well 
as a Pawnbroker, and like him too is ſome- 
times oblig'd to refund; ſo that would you 
have plac'd yourſelf on a proper Parity, 
you ſhould have either thought of the Diſ- 
compter or Stateſman, both which would 
readily enough have receiv d you into their 


Amity 


(8.) 5 

Amity and Alliance, tho' to an- 
N ſpecial End; but boch bor look 
upon ourſelves as highly affronted, by your 
refuſing us for the City of London, whoſe 
ſupercilious Pride difdains your Acquain- 
tance as well they may, fince as you grow 
and proſper, Trade muſt neceſſarily leſſen 
and decay; but that is a Point, that nei- 
ther we nor the Stateſman care one Far- 

thing about, our Buſineſs is to bleed Man- 
kind as long as they have any Blood left, 
and then ſend their Carcaſſes to the Devil 
for ought we care: And do you think to 
burrow ques e Traders, and ſo Rin 
e upon your Purſuers by giving .them 
Neat 887 No, no: BY wilhy do ; 
the Scent of the Fox is too ſtrong to be 
eaſily loſt in warm Weather; your work- 
ing deep will only ſet the Hunters 2 OR 
ging, and when you are once unearth'd, 
owler and the reſt will be at you again, 
in Spite of all your Slights and Perplexi- 
ties; you had only a young Kennel of 
Hounds, ſome Six-penny Novices after. you 
at firſt, but now the, old Pack have taken 
the Scent, all purſue in full Cry, and will 
ſoon put an End at once both to your Pride 
r 2 x T4 


 SNUG, is the Word with us, and had 
you play'd the fame Game, you had throve 
in Peace, the young Pack had never ſmelt 

1 8 you 


(9). 
you out, nor the old ones have troubled 
themſelves about you: But you muſt turn 
Mathematician with a Pox to you, and 
enter the Field with a ſtole Gooſe in your 
Paws, in order to demonſtrate that Thiev- 
ing is not Robbery, or that a Gooſe ſtole, 
is the ſame Thing as a Gander | honeſtly 
purchas'd, and thence aſſume to yourſelf 
a Right to deal in Market Overt, and 
there vend your ill-gotten Goods amongſt 
plain Country Folks who live on the Cre- 
dit of their Honeſty, taking the old Pro- 
verb for granted, That Birds of a Feather 
flock together: But what the Duce think 
ou have plain Country People to do with 
7 95. Jargon? They can tell, that 
two and . two make four, tho' they don't 
perhaps know why; but you will find it 
extreamly difficult to perfuade them, that 
two and two make fifteen, with all your 
Mathematicks, tho' both you and I know 
it to be as true and demonſtrable as any 
Problem in Euclid: But what then? Is it 
neceſſary we ſhould tell all we know ? To 
what Purpoſe is Euclid to be cramm'd 
down the Throats of the Ignorant, when 
even their Betters are utter Strangers to our 
Way of Calculating, unleſs your tattling 
era their Eyes; you would ſhew your 

ooks truly, and if that wont do give your 

Oath, to prove, that ſeven and eleven make 

but frove. But why in the Name of Jupi- 
C 


rer 


( x0) 
ter are you ſo free of your Secrets? O! 
ho! fay you, but we have a Reſerve. It 
may be ſo, but where's the Neceſſity of 
being put to ſuch a Pinch? Suppoſe that's 
found out, where are you then my little 
Uſurer ; toſs'd in a Blanket at leaſt, and 
if worſe happens, juſtly puniſh'd for your 
Indiſcretion. 


Bur is it not mo that you play the 
Fool mathematically, but you muſt take 
it into your Head to turn Lawyer too? Is 
it impoſſible for a Man to abound in 
Learning, and at the fame Time hold his 
Tongue in the rope Place ? What in the 
Name of Nonſenſe could induce you to 
diſtinguiſh between the Letter and the 
Spirit of the Law? Could not you have 
left that to thoſe who thrive on the Cre- 
dit of quibbling ? Muft you neceſſarily be 
every Thing, becauſe you would not be 
thought nothing ? Is there not enough both 
of Letter and Spirit to ruin us Horſe and 
Foot, but you muſt by ignorantly tamper- 
ing with the Letter, raiſe a Spirit you 
know not how to allay ? What ſignifies 
ſaying your Prayers, if you don't know 
what Prayers are proper? To what Pur- 
ſe is it to call upon God, when Goa 
cg he never heard of you, nor has 
any more Acquaintance with you, than the 
Devil had with Martin Luther ? Our God. 


is 


(11) 
is our Caſh, and when that fails the Devil 


a God have we, no not ſo much as a 


wooden Idol, except the Stocks, or a 


Whipping-poſt, which the Juſtices may 
perhaps readily enough recommend to us. 
Theſe People you will ſay have a Trade 
too as well as you and I: It may be ſo; 
What then? They have Power too and Law 
of their Side, which makes little Rogues 
tremble and come down, and contribute 
like us to make great ones laugh and flou- 
riſn. Softly, my Friend, Silence is the 
Word, or whenever you receive a Sol- 
dier's Coat from a Bunter, a Statute acts 


the Part of a Drawback upon you, and 


the Juſtice is much too hard for the Uſu- 
rer; or only conſider the greater Evil, 
when you turn Fence, and ſuffer ſtollen 
Goods to be paſs'd upon you, how you 
are but ill fenc'd againſt the Law, but leſs 
againſt him who guides the Reins and is 


the Law ; he whips into your Court-yard, 


claps you into his Coach, and then Tebr 
ike drives away with you to the O/d Bai- 
ley, where you are buletted about like an 
Aſs in a Sand-Cart, and tho' you ſet out 
with the Viſage of a Lion, you return 
with the Phyſiognomy of a Sheep; you 
may after this fit down and curſe the Law 
and Lawyers as much as you pleaſe ; but 


remember this Maxim, That where you 


are not one of the Trade, you muſt not 


C 2 pre- 


It is to be ſure as right as my Leg. What 


( 12} 


pretend to ſhare in the Profits, much leſs 
take the Liberty of reflecting on thoſe who 
always have it in their Power to be your 
Betters; and if they uſe that Power when 
you are quiet, what will they do when you 
ate impertinent; you are well off that any 
of your Rogueries are wink'd at, fince the 
very preſuming to ſhare with the Great, is 
alone criminal enough to ruin better Men 
than you: Yow'll fay perhaps, why ſuch 
a one is but a Trading Juſtice, and that 
you are a 'Trader as well as he, My dear 
Brother, this Kind of Tittle-tattle wont 
do; conſider only how People go on in 
the the City of London, where the little 
ones are the Jackalls Who ſeek Prey for 
the Lions, but ſhare little in the Acquiſi- 
tions. The Change-Broker hunts for the 
Merchant, and the Land-Broker for the 
Scrivener ; but alas a-day! behold the 
Difference, one hardly knows where to 
get a Dinner, while the other keeps his 
Coach, and is ready to burſt with Plenty. 
You will perhaps fay, but is this right ? 


ſhould the Labour of the Little be for, but 
to maintain the Great in Affluence; but 
will it follow by any of your wiſe Corol- 
dolls, that therefore the Great muſt main- 
tain the Little in Plenty; Uſury, Fraud, 
and Impoſition, is the common Attribute 
of us all: And the Miller's Advice, of 

My 


(13) 


My Son get Money, is as old as Methuſclah, 
but it will not neceſſarily follow, that we 
are all to be equal Sharers, for then there 
would be nothing to N How, is it 
that the Stateſman judges of this Matter ? 
Says he, if Three Hundred of you unite 
with me to raiſe a Million on the Publick, 
you ſhall divide Twenty 'Thouſand, and 
the reſt ſinks into my Coffer. This is very 
unequal it is true, but what then, if one 
wont another will, and it is better to get 
ſomething than nothing ; every Man can't 
be at the Head of Affairs, and therefore 
he that is, has the beſt Right to- make the 
moſt not only of his Place, but alſo of his 
Tools: From whence then comes it, that 
you take it into your Head to rail at Law 
and Juſtice ? What is it to you, what is 
done in the City, or at Weſtminſter ? while 
you are tacitly permitted to live like a 
Lord Mayor, or a Judge; and to plunder . 
within your Sphere as much as any Stateſ- 
man of them all: And if you, will from 

thence conclude, you have a Right to be 
meddling, ſhall I intimate to you, as a 
Man of Learning, what was the Fate of 
him who attempted to drive the Chariot of 
the Sun, or of him who fetch'd Fire from 
Heaven; or ſhall I relate to you the Fa- 
ble of the Fly upon the Chariot-wheel, or 
ſhall I ſpeak of the Puniſhments of Tan- 
talus and Ixien, or ſhall. I deliver to you 
the 


— — — 
＋— 3 
— 22 FP 
— — — 
. . K — * —e0 
— 


— 
— 

. — 2 

- - — 

— 


4 2 
— 
— — — — 


0 


— 
— 

— — 

— 

— 


— 
. 
— — 
—— — 


— — — 


* — 
by Ld 2 
— — ꝛ— 
—— 1 NI 


( 14 ) 


the Story of the fair aſpiring Semele; or 
ſhall I tranſcribe all the antique Fabuliſts, 
to rub up your Underſtanding, and brin 

you, by ſimilizing without End, to a Sens 
of your Pride and Folly : Is not to be ſnug 
and rich, as good as to be great? Would a 
Man chuſe to be perch'd fingly on an E- 
minence the Butt of Shooters, when he 
can lie behind the Hill, or cover himſelf 
in a Thicket. To what End then is it, 
that thy Folly ſeduces thee, to enter the 
Field of Argumentation, and with affect- 
ed Mathematick Lore, ſtretch thy puny 
Underſtanding till the Strings crack, to make 
wrong right, by Line and Figure; and 
becauſe you judge, perhaps rightly enough, 
by elf, that one Rogue is not alone in 
the World, you would thence idly con- 
clude, you have a Right to prove yourſelf 


honeſt by the only Means in the World 


that wont admit of a Fallacy. 


I erxESUME from the Whole, that you 
intended to baniſh H iſy out of the 
World, and thenceforth to intreduce Vil- 
lany barefac'd, glorying in being the ſu- 
perior Good; but in this, as in all the 
reſt of thy chymerical Dreams thou mi- 
ſtakeſt thy Aim, for ever ſince Janus was 
born, Men have two Faces, one to go to 
Church with, and the other to uſe at 
Home. Hypocriſy is one of the diſtin- 

guiſh'd 


(15) 
guiſh'd Marks of a Man, by which he is 
known from a Brute Beaſt. Conſider on- 


ly the Conſequence of doing every Thing 
we are prompted. to in publick, and the 
Hooting and Hallooing it would occaſion. 
If Miſs Forward, or Widow Lack, walk- 
ed up and down the Mall with their Coats 
over their Ears, to ſhew they wanted Co- 
vering: If the Courtiers Promiſe, the Tra- 
der's Obſequiouſneſs, or the Lady's Smile 
had any Meaning in it, a Frenchman's 
Word would then be Sterling Coin, and 
we ſhould know to a Certainty when rea- 
ſonable Creatures were in Jeſt or Earneſt, 
which would be turning the World upſide 
down with a Witneſs. And what would 
be the worſt of all both to thee and me, 
the Wrongheads would know as well as 
either of us both, that two and two make 
four, and then adieu Pawnbroking and 
Uſury for-ever and ever. Amen. 


Nov I have told thee my Thoughts 
freely on thy Folly and wrong Turn of 
Mind, it may not be amiſs to clear up a- 
XX nother Point, wherefrom the chief Pur- 

& poſe of my Letter ariſes, for ſince thou 
ſayeſt thou art honeſt, and I know I am 
== zot, between Friends it may not be amils 
d draw a Parallel. h a 


IN 


N - 


In che rt Pet, A bo 0 Wi of 
dealing, if a Wronghead' of a kale =. 
or Gentleman comes to me with the Note 9 
of n of another; where they pick a 4 
ts ap not fo. much my Co On as 
is who brings it, and what H can 
hv of him; I defire ' him to leave a 
Copy of his: Note, if he dont * choſe to 
leave me the Original, ſend out my Spies 
to enquire about the Parties and being fa- 
tisfied that I am fate,” rective the Bee 
of the Note, When he comes again, with 
a very grave Face, and try his Pulſe about 
the Price of the Diſcomp Fo, if it proves 
low, I tell him have, 55 Money to-day, 
but ſhalf have ſorbe in To-morrow, or 
next Day; now he's in haſte, and wants 
it then: Can't you, ſays He, recommend 
me to. ſomebody in your Way? PI try, 
ſays I, to 24 you: I go, but to no 
Purpoſe, and then tell him, that I believe 
I can borrow: as 172 on n own private 
Credit, but then I muſt have i much 
more, and another 1 he is puſh'd, 
and the Bargain agreed” il bat "another 
Indorſer can't 9 290 and therefore as I i 
take fuch flight Security 7 {till Haye a 
farther Advance. This he readily” enough 1 
conſents to, I then only take twenty-fve 
fer Cent. for the Money I pretended to 
borrow, 


(7297 ) 


barrow, and five more for Want of ano- 
ther Indorſer, together Thirty-five per 
Cent. This Note I carry to my Banker, 
who diſcounts it for me at Five per Cent. 


ſo then I only clear Thirty. The Time 
Expires, I then arreſt him who is leaſt 
able to pay; the Bailiff has the Hint given 
him, and one of my Plants are ſent for, 
who takes a larger Note of him and his 
Friends, at Forty per Cent. Diſcount ; the 
Surplus whereof pays the Lawyer and Bai- 
liff, and the Reſidue pays me. 


Now only conceive ſuch Notes to be 
made for three Months, and the Parties 
concern'd arreſted at every Expiration, and 
my .own, Money lent over and over again 
four times in the Year, - with the Law- 
Charges, wherein I ſhare likewiſe ; how 
much do you think a Thirty Pound Note 


cofts this Wronghead and his Friends? 
Why, if it was One Hundred Pounds it 


would ſtand exactly thus: 
The Firſt Quarter I take only L. 45 © 


; The Second Quarter only 40 0 
Ihe Third Quarter only 50 © 
Ihe Fourth Quarter only. : 60 © 


Together only 185 © 
is a 
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'Pawnbrokers, and if he can borrow One 


(18 ) N 
2 muſt kno that my Intereſt in- 

es according to the Neceſſities of the 
Borrower, which are very urgent when 


arreſted z and if he is a Tradeſman I puſh 


him on this Way, till he is on the Point 
of a Bankruptcy, and then I leave him to 


the Mercy of the Fools who have given 


him Credit, who are filly enough to en- 
quire what he has done with his Effects; 
but let him make that out as he can, I 
have done with him, and then he comes 
to you: The Manner you treat him, is 
as follows; which is, by the way, getting 
out of the Frying-pan into the Fire. 


ifs ie nom . d DEG; oth. 
Point of a Bankraptcy, and therefore 1 — 


his Credit as far as it will go, and with 


what he gets, away he marches to the 


Hundred Pounds on Five Hundred Pounds 
worth, mes well . : The Broker ſees 

inly which Way-he is-going, and there- 
LOT to — the: na of him. 
He attacks him thus: Mr. Wronghead, it 
ſeems to me that you are going the Way 
of all Fleſh, Would it- not be better you 
made ſome Reſerve to begin again with, 
or to keep you while your Affairs are in 
Suſpence, and your mercileſs Creditors leave 
you without a Penny for your Support : 
Come, T'll tell you what you ſhall do ; 
0 1 = Take 


(19) 
Take no Notice, on your Examination, of 
having any Goods in my Hands; its only 
a Bankruptcy Oath at beſt, I'Il take Care 
of the Goods for you, and when I am 
paid the Principal and Intereſt, we'll divide 
the reſt. Agreed, cries Wronghead. Done, 
ſays the Broker. 
Tris ſettled, and the Examination o- 
ver, when he is aflur'd Wrongbead durſt 
not tattle, the Goods are fold, and Wrong- 
head comes for his Share. Why, ſays the 
Broker, indeed Mr. Wronghead your Share 
comes but to little, my Regard for your 
Reputation and Safety oblig'd me to fell 
them in Hugger-mugger, I made but a 
Hundred and 'Thiny wh of them, One 
Thi 


Hundred and - whereof is due to 
me, and ten Pounds more for half my 
Share, ſo there remains Ten Pounds, out 
of which is only to be deducted, Porte- 
rage, Secret-ſervice Money, and a ſmall 


Treat, which amounts in the whole to 


Eight Pounds; fo that I have but Forty 
Shillings left: However as you may want 
Money, here is a Couple of Guineas for 
you; if you have a Mind to give my Ser- 
= vants Half a Crown, ſo; if not, you are 
2 heartily welcome, and fo I wiſh you better 
Luck for the future. And here for the 


3 ; preſent ends the Tragi-Comedy of the 


= rongbeads. 
g . „ - 


(20) 
Now the Profit of all this is next to be 
conſider d: I have honeſtly ſhewn what 1 
have got by him, vis. 185 J. beſides my 
Share of Law. Charges, perhaps Four 
Pounds more, in all 189 J. which really 
is all I could fairly and honeſtly get. Your 
Account ſtands thus: vs. 


By the imaginary Sale accounted for to 
Wronghead, the Amount is One Hundred 
and Forty Pounds, whereout you get Thir- 
ty-ſeven Pounds Eighteen Shillings clear: 
Now your Account from the Auctioner 
turns out Three Hundred and Fifty Pounds 
clear of all Deductions, whereout you are 
to deduct One Hundred and two 


Intereſt and Commiſſion to be equal with 


other People, which will together amount 
to, about One Hundred and twelve Pounds, 


Four Shillings and Two Pence, which be- 


ing deducted out of Three Hundred and 
Fifty Pounds, there reſts' a Ballance of 
Two Hundred Forty Seven Pounds Fifteen 


Shillings and Ten Pence, the Profit in one 
Year, or perhaps, in Three Months, on 
One Hundred 'and Two Pounds Two Shil- 
lings, beſides lawful Intereſt and Commil- 
ſion, - the common Gain of other People. 
And this a certain a Profit with Value in 
Hand, while mine is ſubject to various 
Hazards, and nothing near your Profit, I 


- 


alm 


| ounds, - 
and two Shillings paid, and Ten per Cont.” 


(22) 
at. all the Laing ang Labour 2 hunt down 
the chiefly, for you to devour, retain- 
= ing de rr” ut N Morſel compa- 
ratively ſpeaking; yet I never dreamt of 
X ſqueaking, till you, good Mr, Blunderbufs 

ſtimulated thereto, like a Body prolifick of 
Wind, vented all your Wiſdom in a Fart ; 
what great Deſign you found on this Bafis, 
I own, is beyond my Reach, ſince if you 
intend, as ſeems to be your Aim, by ſuch 
Means to engage the Parliament in your 
Service, you ate preſuming that Honoura- 
ble Aﬀembly incapable of counting their 
Fingers, and altho it. may be preſum'd 
that bidding high for Fayour is the ready 
Way to attain it any-where, yet it is al- 
ways requiſite at the ſame Time to pro- 
duce Something plauſible, Something that 
may ſhine and glitter a little, that may 
give it ſo fair and pretty an Aſpect, as altho 

the poiſonous Drug is diſcern d under, the 
gilded Outſide may render it deſireable, 
and make it paſs glibly down. 


Wurx Reaſon is no more thy Guide, 
at leaſt purſue the apparent Dictates of Na- 
ture; conſider the fair and favouring Out- 
ſide of the Manchineel Apple, how it blooms 
and flouriſhes in a fair and ample Appez- 
rance, while within it is all Deſtruction to 
animal Life : If thou readeſt prophane Hi- 

ſtory to as muchAdyantage as thou haſt done 
e e 


( 2 
the Sacred Scriptures, it would be impoſſi- 
ble for thee to be a Stranger to theſe Re- 
marks; or didſt thou but once reſolve to 
make Common Senſe correſpond with Ma- 
thematick Lore; thy Way to the Protec- 
tion of the Law would become immedi- 
ately clear and obvious, and you would be 
as fate from Perſecution as we are now co- 
ver d under that divine Sanction, you know 
we are to take but Common Intereſt; what 
then? we don't take any Intereſt at all, we 
buy up the Note from the Perſon. who has 
a Right to ſell it, and if we buy it cheap, 
who can blame us. How happens it that 
this Scheme never enter'd into your, wiſe - 
Head: Can't you contrive to purchaſe . 
conditionally, that if the Vender comes in, 
ſuch a Time, and gives you fo much more 
than you advanc'd, for your Care and Trou- 
ble, you will then return the Goods in the 
Condition fou receiv'd them, if not, they 
are Your's clear of any future Demands, | 


THy1s would be coming plumb into 
our Scheme, and ſetting all your Adver- 
ſaries at Defiance, and ſurely you have as 
much Right to purchaſe as other People, 
and by that Means totally evade the Law, 
which is made only to puniſh Fools: But 
left it may happen that thoſe who interpret 
theLaw ſhould call theſe Sales Pledges. On 
this plauſible Pretence found your Petition 
| ta 


(23 ) 


to Parliament, vi. That their Humble 
Petitioners pray, they nay have Liberty in 
common with the faithful Subjects of this 
Realm to buy and ſell conditionally, and 
in lieu of ſuch Liberty to make good all 
Deficiencies that may happen from Time 
to Time in the Stamp Duties, by Means 
of One Half Penny, or other Stamp, 
as the Wiſdom, of . the Legiſlature ſhall 
think moſt juſt, to be affix d to every 
Bill of Sale to be made to the Purchaſer 


by the Vender, and its Counterpart. 


Now there is ſame Senſe in ſuch a Pe- 
tition, the which as couch'd under the ge- 
neral Terms Will. Beg. guard you a- 
gainſt the Iron Hands of the Law; but co- 
ver ſtollen Goods as well as others; for 
who ſhall return ſtollen Goods purchas'd 
under the Sanction of a Statute. And if 
the reſpective Bodies of Highwaymen, 
Gamblers, Houſe-hreakers, and Street- rob- 
bers, ſhould” get early Scent of your De- 
ſigns, and bring in their reſpective Peti- 
tions on the ſame, Plan, be ſure to puſh 
vour Petition with great Earneſtneſs and 
A Solicitude, leſt. thoſe | diſcover the Roguery 
of this, and all your labour d Efforts vaniſh 
into Smoak : And ſtill the more to avoid 
this natural Intervention Fiſh for the Con- 
ductors, with a golden Bait, and hook 
chem up faſt till the Work be finiſh'd, and 


"0 then 


— — — — 
= — - 


. 2 - - . 4 * 
2 — = f 
— IEEE — — by : 
„ — * — 
= N 2 = - 5 
os -*. -- 
* "7 — 


. A a - 
® I 
x” S 


— rr 
— 2 3 — _ 
— 


Cy 
then looſe them again at Pleaſure, and e- 


ven affiſt them afterwards,* both with your 
Intereſt and Money, and if Need 'be with | 3 


your Mathematics; ſo it be agreed, that 


vend ſtollen Goods at any private "Fence, 
or to take more than one Quarter of the 
ſaleable Value for them, which is as much 
as any regular Pawnbroker can afford to give, 
and live like a Man of Faſhion, with a 


Whore, Horſe, and Country-houſe ; as 


hkewiſe that it be made Felony, without 
Benefit of 'Clergy, for fuch Fences to re- 
ceive ſtollen Goods, to be convicted on the 
Oath of any one of the ſaid Highwaymen, 
Sc. and ſuch ſtollen Goods, when diſco- 
ver'd, to be deliver'd. over to the faid re- 
gular Pawnbrokers to be made the moſt 
of, to pay the Charge and Trouble, of 


Proſecutions. 


Tus, my dear Brother, will be 
ting yourſelves on a fair Footing, render- 
ing you of great Service in Commerce, 
making you ufeful Members of the Com- 


„ 
* 


munity, and fitting you for thoſe Amities 
and Alliances, you are fo 11 of enga · 
extreamly 


ing in; In ordine ad, it will be 
neceſſary for you to begin with ente 


ring 
into 


, 
9 
. 
5 


none but regular initiated Patonbrokers be 
permitted to keep open Fences, and that it 
ſhall be Felony in any Highwayman, Gam- 
bler, Houſe-breaker, or Street-rabber, to i 
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into foreign Negociations, I don't mean 
with France and Spain, but with thoſe 
who can better ſerve yoy, the City of Lon- 
aon; and in ſuch Purſuit don't forget ap- 
plying firſt to the Haif-Mcon Club, w. 

are a Set of People very famous for their 
Politicks ; and who can turn that eminent 
City into what a negociable Figure they 
think fit. They will be broad-bottom'd 
and hearty in the good old Cauſe, and 
ſerve you to the utmoſt Extent of your 


IM Merits: And if you meet with Rebufts 
* WM there, as poſſibly you may, if honeſt Jo 
5 IM /rey is in the Chair; turn your Thoughts 
| Jon the Thatched Houſe at the other End 
” of the Town, where it is not impoſſible 
but you may ſucceed better: And to make 
> all fure, look out ſharp for. thoſe who have 
7 Intereſt, and love Money, Male and Fe- 
i male indifferently, and in the laſt, omit not 
+ IR to attack all, from the Woman of Quality 


down to the favourite Footman's Wife, or 
XX Miſtreſs, 


Ap cenſidering the great Emolument 
chat will naturally follow ſuch honeſt En- 
deavours, add it without Regret to your 
A Common Stock ; that Stock which has 
2 21oriouſly ſupported you in all Emergen- 
dies, and defended the holy Brotherhood 
from the Iron Hands of the Law; and if 
all your Stock ſhould fail in this laudable 
E Pur- 


( 26) 
Purſuit, make up the Deficiency, by a ſui- 
table Stock of Impudence; which is a 
Stock can never fail you : More eſpecially, 
if you ſupport it in the Rear by two Ba- 
tallions of Coroldalls, and Puzlums ; deep 
Learning being much admir'd and very 
taking amongſt the Ladies, eſpecially the 
Footmens Miſtreſſes; ſo be ſure not to for- 
get your Mathematics. | 


Ir at laſt, through theſe various Courſes 


of Labour, Induſtry, 
reach the wiſh'd-for Goal, immediately 
form yourſelves into a Society, under the 


Appellation of the Hone/f# Union, for pro- 


moting the Circulation of Caſh, and ſup- 
porting the Poor and Needy. Let your 


Hall be erected at the upper 
Thieving Lane, that Men rightly turn'd 
may. more readily know where. to find 

du; and to avoid all poſſible Miſtakes, 
let a Fly:ng Mercury with Wings and Feet 
of Gold, be perch'd upon the Portico. 


Bu T after all, your Buſineſs is but half 
done; the glorious Shew and Cavalcade 
without Doors. will be nothing unleſs you 
eſtabliſn a fix d Intereſt within; your next 
Scheme muſt be, to chuſe a certain Num- 
ber of your moſt redoubted Members, and 
conſtitute them Patriots, who like the Je- 
ſuits may, if neceſſary, turn Quakers, in 


order 
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order to make Men Chriſtians; that is to 
ſay, to diſguiſe themſelves under any pro- 
per political Cover, whereby to attain Dig- 
nity and Honour to the Society, and the 
Voice of the Mob for their Support: Theſe 
vou muſt enable to purchaſe Corniſh Bur- 
2X roughs; and the Means to that End muſt 
be thus purſu'd : Delegate one of the moſt 
Sanctified of the Society to each of theſe 
Burroughs, and it may not perhaps be a- 
X miſs to ſend one to Old Sarum. Now you 
will perhaps ſtop me ſhort, and ſay, where 
ſhall they find Trade h to live in 
thoſe wretched Places. "This, my dear 
Brother, is eaſily anſwer'd, ſince com- 
mon Experience convinces. us; that Trade 
produces Trade, and Buſineſs Buſineſs; 
where the moſt Mercers or Milliners live, 
there the moſt Ladies reſort, and which 
= would be the Caſe, if they took up their 
Reſidence in the Moon; the Ladies muſt 
have Ladies Ware; tho” if theſe Trades had 
never exiſted ſuch had not been wanted; fo 
that it is not ſo much what People want, 
as what they think they want; a Phyſician 
diſeaſes a whole Country, and a Lawyer 
ſets them all at Variance, a Ginſhop makes 
them all Sots; yet had none of theſe ap- 
pres Diſtempers, Variance, and Drun- 
enneſs had hardly been known amongſt 
us. May we not from hence fairly con- 
= clude, that a Pawnbroter is as likely to 
4 | eng 7 ve 
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thrive in theſe remote Places as any of the 
before- mention d: The more Knaves, the 
more Fools always, and who would ever 


doubt of Trade, where ſuch exquiſite Ma- 
xims are approv'd, and eſtabliſh'd ; but in 


Truth as to the main End of my Advice, 1 ; 


it is immaterial whether they thrive haſtily 
or no, it is ſufficient that they live ſo, and 
acquire ſuch Power, as may anſwer the 
Purpoſe of aſſuring the Elections to a pro- 
perNumber of the ſuperior Brotherhood, who 
when they have once got into the Houſe, 
may do as the Lawyers now, who when 
they are not 38 enough to prevent 
the Paſſing of a Law levell'd at their Inſo- 
lence and Oppreſſion, have at leaſt Intereſt 
enough to perplex it ſo, as to render it uſe- 
leſs: Here you may fight arm'd Cap-a- pee, 
ſhew your Learning in Scripture, or Mathe- 
maticks; aſtoniſh the whole Houſe with 
your wonderful Underſtanding ; and amaze 
them with your Wit and Genius ; prodigi- 
ous Effects may be produc'd from your 
fine Speeches ; and what is moſt material, 
you will be always ready and able to vin- 
dicate that illuſtrious Profeſſion, of which 
you may modeſtly call yourſelf an unwor- 
thy Member. | | 


As I have known Things, as impoſſi- 


ble as theſe may ſeem to vulgar Appre- 
henſions, happen within my Memory, fo 


It 


= 


629) 
it is very fair to conclude, that what has 
been may be: Would it be more ſtrange 
to ſee a Pawnbroker a Member of Parlia- 
ment, than a Taylor Lord Mayor of Lon- 
den; or a Staymaker an Embaſſador: Yet 
theſe Things have happen'd : And while 
but few Traders know how to get Bread 
for their Families, it is evident from all 
Accounts that the Pawnbrokers thrive and 
grow wealthy, will it not eaſily follow, that 
if you purſue the Steps I have directed you 
to tread, every Thing may be readily at- 
tain'd that I have propos d? It muſt not 
be therefore concluded, that Tam a Man of 
too warm an Imagination in putting Men 
forward in the World, and ſketching out 
for them ſuch Outlines of Deſigns as are 
no Ways reducible- to Practice; ſince the 
Road is natural, eaſy and plain; the Steps 
are gradual and regular; and the whole 
Scheme of a Piece ; and I don't doubt if 
once put in Practice, but to ſee Pawnbro- 
kers Jouriſh in Number and Value, equal 
at leaſt to Attornies and Sollicitors; and in 
Courſe to ſee the Practice of Diſcounting 
eſtimated according to its Merits : For ſure- 
ly you will not in thoſe ſhining Days, 
erve us, as Dr. Burgeſs would have ſerv'd 
his Congregation, {lip your Cloak and leave 
us all behind; more eſpecially as we are 
ready to go with you Hand in Hand. 
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Tux Safety and Preſervation of Man- 
kind is our Common Care, as it is our 
Buſineſs to have our Eyes on their Health 
and Welfare, and as we grow greater it 
will be our more Concern. Po- 
verty is the Mother of Health, and there- 
_ to ſuffer Men to grow rich where it 
1 not become us: 

Luxury are the Banes of half the 
2 of the Nation, who never know 
the Pleaſure of being in Health till we 
have reduc'd them to Bread and Water ; 
it's a bad World we live in, Brother, and 
ſo it will be as long as Commerce is e- 
ſteem' d — "wg what does it do, but 
make People rich, and what is the Con- 


_— of Riches but Py Pain 


and Muſcry. 


1 any Thing ſo idle as for a 
Merchant to live in Splendor; a Member 
of Parliament to have an Eſtate; or a Man 
of Quality with a Shilling of his own in 


his Pocket: And yet theſe Things will 


ſometimes happen, if we don't put forward 


paſkly z but you ſhould not tell all theſe 


Things to the World, leſt one Day they 
act, inſtead of our Conſciences, and fly in 
our Face. To ſucceed is to be 1 let 


the Means or the Ends be as they may; 
and who durſt * to the Great, you are 


this, 


. 
this, or you are that: To be Great is to 
be Good, becauſe no Body dare compare 
the Great the Bad, and Good and 
Ba 
in 


is, 
with b 

d you know are only ſo Compari- 
ſon. "This is bee al und 
all the great Clubs about Town, where 
although Men by Equality of Expence are 
naturally equal, yet it looks very un ing 
a Man of ten Thouſand Pounds, to eſteem 
himſelf as great as one worth a Plumb, 
becauſe a Plumb is ten times Ten Thou- 
ſand. When a Lady very finely dreſs'd 
walks the Mall, the Eyes of the Beholders 
are abſent from the Perſon, tho' intent on 
the Finery, ſo it is with the Man worth a 
Plumb ; all who know any Thing of him 
— of his Money, but forget at the ſame 
= Time that he is the Man who owns it: 

And while they fay nothing about him, 

they can't ſay he is a bad Man; it does 
not indeed follow that he is good, but as 

nobody fays otherwiſe of him, it concludes 
in his Favour. | : 


eee 


AND what, Brother Uſe, ſhall you and 
I conclude from all this ? What, but that 
Money is the Summum Bonum, whereon 
Virtue, Honour, Juſtice reſt, as on their 
natural Bafis ; and is that a Crime in us 
to acquire, which to others is the Chief 
Good? But mark me now, it is not the 
Thing, but the Notion of the Thing, that 
diſturbs 
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to ſay this, that, or the other, is good, 


ble Attendant of the Rich and Great, 


eee 
diſturbs Peoples Minds, and occaſions them 


bad or indifferent: Now, it is plain, that 
the Notion of Riches is good, and the 
Reaſon WY, People are angry with us for 
aiming at this Good, is becauſe they envy 
our happy Purſuits. Now you go to prove 
that the Method we Ps to attain” ſuch 
an End is good and juſt, and by that 
Means blab out the ,main Secret ; Envy 
here immediately ceaſes, and Mockery and 
Je ing on us immediately ſucceeds. Now 

d your Argument kept clear to the Sum- 
mum Bonum, and not ſhewn how it was 
to be acquir'd, but only how it was to be 
us'd, and the Benefits that naturally re- 
ſulted therefrom , the Right every Man 
had to acquire it that Sh. 95 and the glo- 
rious Figure it gives him when acquir'd, 
your Argument had then not only been 
mathematical but prudent : Envy, the no- 


had ſtill waited on your Footſteps, and 
tho' he had grinn'd and frown'd a little, 
it was better than being turn'd into a 
Laughing-ſtock, and becoming the Sport 
of the indigent Multitude, 


Tre Great, and thoſe who have ac- 
quir'd Wealth by Means equally laudable, 
reflect on us and ſay, Are Men to be 
ſanctified by a Law, who are not to be 

truſted 
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truſted with their own Secrets, and are e- 
ven ſilly enough to reaſon, whether right 
or wrong, againſt the publick Senſe of 
Mankind, to put them not only upon que- 
ſtioning how Pawnbrokers, but alſo how 
che Wealthy in general came by their Mo- 
ney. I know but one Way left, to rectify 
chis Miſtake, which is by diſowning the 
Book, ance by giving it a very little Turn 
W it becomes. ſuddenly downright Burleſque ; 
vou may ſay ſome indigent Author, who 
had more Wit than Money, and who ex- 
pected thereby to er his Cloaths out of 
= Pawn, wrote it with a venal View; that 
vou all deny both the Propoſitions and 
= Concluſions, as is evident from one ſingular 
= Circumſtance, which is, that by taking 
Thirty per Cent. you get but Nine, and at 
che ſame Time makes you offer to ſwear 
to the Truth, and to produce your Books: 
Now it appears again, that Twenty per 
Cent. is the Rule of ſome, and the Diffe- 
rence between that and Thirty is Ten, 
conſequently thoſe who lend at Twenty 
FF loſe One. Now as this is ridiculous to 
= ſuppoſe, and is plainly abſurd and contra- 
1 8 ſo conſequently it could never be 
& Your's. . 


WunrxEToxr, my Friend, as it beho- 
ved me to reprimand thee for ſqueaking, if 
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